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“It takes a simple idea 
to change history.”

Honda established U.S. operations based on a relatively simple idea: To succeed 

in the U.S. is to succeed worldwide. The idea led to a history-changing event in 

1959, when a handful of Honda associates began selling motorcycles out of a 

small storefront on Pico Boulevard in Los Angeles, California. Fifty years later, 

Honda’s American operations have experienced astounding growth:

>> From a single office to operations in all 50 U.S. states. 

>> From eight sales associates to nearly 28,000 direct employ-
ees and 100,000 Americans employed through dealerships.

>> From $250,000 in initial capital investment to more  
than $12.1 billion today.

>> From importing three motorcycle models to 
 manufacturing1 more than 4 million products annually  
in the U.S., including 22 automotive models researched 
and developed in the U.S. since 1991. 

Honda credits its 50 years of success to its  associates,  

business partners, dealers, and, most importantly, its cus-

tomers. That’s why the spirit of Honda’s 50th Anniversary  

observance is one of gratitude—thanking  customers for  

the trust they have placed in Honda, renewing efforts  

to exceed their expectations in the future, and showing   

appreciation to all business partners and associates.

Thanks for 50 Years of American Dreams!

1 Using domestic and globally sourced parts.



COMPANY LOCATION—OPENING YEAR
CAPITAL  
INVESTMENT PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED1

ANNUAL PRODUCTION  
CAPACITY

Honda of  

America Mfg., Inc.

Marysville, OH—19792 

Marysville, OH—1982 

Anna, OH—1985 

 

East Liberty, OH—1989

$171 million 

$3.9 billion

 

$1.6 billion 

 

$1 billion

Gold Wing 1800, VTX 1300 V-Twin  

Cruiser, Engines

Accord Sedan, Accord Coupe,  

Acura TL, Acura RDX

4-Cylinder Engines, V6 Engines,  

Driveshafts, Brake Components,  

Camshafts

Element, CR-V, Civic Sedan, Civic GX

75,000 Motorcycles 

75,000 Engines

440,000 Vehicles

 

1.18 million Engines 

2.3 million Components 

240,000 Vehicles

Honda Power  

Equipment Mfg., Inc.

Swepsonsville, NC—1984 $199 million General Purpose Engines,  

Lawnmowers, Snow Throwers,  

Water Pumps, String Trimmers, 

Mini-Tillers

340,000 Products 

2 million Engines

Honda Transmission  

Mfg. of America, Inc.

Russells Point, OH—1996 $400 million Automatic Transmissions,  

Transmission Gears,  

4WD Systems

800,000 Transmissions 

328,000 Transmission Gear Sets 

150,000 4WD Systems

Honda of  

South Carolina Mfg., Inc.

Timmonsville, SC—1998 

Timmonsville, SC—2002

$273 million Four Trax & SportTrax ATVs 

AquaTrax Personal Watercrafts

266,000 ATVs 

310,000 Engines

29,000 PWCs

Honda Manufacturing  

of Alabama, LLC

Lincoln, AL—2001 $1.4 billion Odyssey, Pilot, Ridgeline, V6 Engines 300,000 Vehicles 

300,000 Engines

Honda Precision Parts  

of Georgia, LLC

Tallapoosa, GA—2006 $150 million Automatic Transmissions 300,000 Transmissions

Honda Manufacturing  

of Indiana, LLC

Greensburg, IN—2008 $550 million Civic Sedan, Civic GX3 200,000 Vehicles

UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Honda Aircraft  

Company, Inc.

Greensboro, NC—2009 $100 million HondaJet 100 Jets

Honda Aero, Inc. Burlington, NC—2010 $27 million GE-Honda HF120 Turbofan Engine 200 Engines

Honda’s Capital Investment in 
Manufacturing Facilities Through 2008

1 Using domestic and globally sourced parts.    
2 The Marysville Motorcycle Plant ceased motorcycle production in 2009.    
3 Civic GX production expected to begin in 2009.

U.S. TOTALS

OTHER  
U.S. STATES  

(TOTALS)

EMPLOYMENT

Direct and Dealer  

Employment (includes  

retail, sales and service)

145,727 20,141 18,164 6,231 4,311 4,730 3,359 2,126 86,665

Supplier Employment 87,974 21,972 8,628 5,298 2,550 2,087 1,201 1,535 44,703

Indirect Employment 133,982 29,450 10,651 6,157 5,274 4,437 2,768 4,323 70,922

Total U.S. Operations 367,683 71,563 37,443 17,686 12,135 11,254 7,328 7,984 202,290

WAGES & SALARIES

Total $17 billion $2.8 billion $690 million $803 million $105 million $200 million $155 million $330 million $11.8 billion

OH NC SC IN4

CA
AL GA

Honda’s Economic Contribution to America

In conjunction with its 50th anniversary of U.S. operations, 

Honda commissioned the Center for Automotive Research 

(CAR) in Ann Arbor, Michigan, to conduct a study of the potential 

economic contribution of American Honda Motor Co., Inc., 

its affiliated companies, its suppliers, and its associated 

retail operations. By evaluating direct employment and 

compensation data supplied by Honda for calendar year 2007 

and applying standard economic multipliers, CAR estimated 

that Honda’s U.S. presence generated 367,000 jobs with $17 

billion in compensation. The figures for the state of Indiana are 

forecast for the year 2010 and reflect a typical year for potential 

operational effects of Honda’s new Greensburg auto plant.

4 Opened in 2008. Forecast for the year 2010, a typical year for operational results, using 2007 data.
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>>  To view a detailed report on Honda’s 
economic contribution in the U.S., 
visit publicpolicy.honda.com/EIS.

AMERICA
INVESTING IN
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“  Increasing customer demand 
for our products, together 
with the determination and 
creativity of our associates and 
suppliers in North America, 
is what made it possible to 
produce 10 million vehicles  
in less than two decades.”

–  PRESIDENT AND CEO OF HONDA OF 
AMERICA MFG., INC., KOKI HIRASHIMA

“  The most important thing 
is to maintain the quality 
that the American buyer 
has come to associate with 
Honda products, which  
I am confident we can do.”

–  HONDA MOTOR CO., LTD. PRESIDENT  
KIYOSHI KAWASHIMA

 1979 
Marysville, Ohio, motorcycle 

plant begins assembly.

1994
Accord becomes the number one 

automobile export from America 

with more than 100,000 units 

exported to Japan and other 

markets in a single year.

1998 
 Honda opens plant  

in Timmonsville,  

South Carolina,  

to produce ATVs.

1980 
Building on its success  

in U.S. motorcycle  

production, Honda breaks 

ground on a $250 million 

automobile manufacturing 

plant in Marysville, Ohio.

2008
Honda opens $550 million 

automotive plant in  

Greensburg, Indiana to  

produce fuel efficient vehicles.

 2005 
 Honda’s Timmonsville,  

South Carolina, plant 

celebrates production of  

1.5 millionth ATV.

2009 
Natural gas Civic GX production 

begins at Honda’s Indiana plant.

2007 
Honda begins $50 million 

expansion of the Honda 

Precision Parts of Georgia, LLC 

transmission plant.

1977 
Honda announces plans to build a 

manufacturing plant in America.

1982
Honda becomes first Japanese 

automaker to build cars in the U.S.

 1984 
Honda Power Equipment 

Mfg., Inc. opens in 

Swepsonsville, North 

Carolina, to meet  

growing demand  

for Honda  

lawnmowers.

1988
Honda establishes Honda Engineering 

America, Inc., close to its Marysville, 

Ohio, auto plant, for the design and 

manufacture of production tooling.

1996 
Honda begins producing  

Acura CL, the first U.S.-designed, 

-developed, and -manufactured 

luxury vehicle from an 

international nameplate.

Honda opens $325 million 

transmission plant in  

Russells Point, Ohio.

2001 
Honda Manufacturing of 

Alabama, LLC opens; the plant 

completes a $425 million 

expansion to double annual 

capacity only three years later.

2003
Honda produces its 10-millionth  

vehicle in the U.S.

1985
Anna, Ohio, engine plant opens 

to supply motorcycle engines 

to Honda’s U.S. manufacturing 

facilities and today is the largest 

automobile engine plant in Honda’s 

global production network. 

1987 
Honda exports its first 

U.S.-built automobile, the 

Accord Sedan, to Taiwan.

1989 
Honda opens its second U.S. 

auto plant in East Liberty, Ohio.

1986 
Marysville, Ohio, 

auto plant begins 

production on a 

second assembly line.

 2002 
Honda opens a second  

plant in Timmonsville,  

South Carolina, to produce 

personal watercrafts.

77 percent of the jobs  
Honda creates in the U.S.  

are in manufacturing.

Sales,  
Finance
and R&D

23%
Manufacturing

77%

Nearly 76 percent of Honda and Acura vehicles sold in 
the U.S. are manufactured in North America.
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Manufacturing associate in Ohio Greensburg, Indiana, plant line-offHonda’s flexible manufacturing system

 20

arolina, to meet 

rowing demand 

or Honda 

awnmowers.

Flexible Manufacturing

Honda has a unique approach to 

aligning production capacity with the 

marketplace. Making this lean strategy 

work requires significant investment 

in flexible manufacturing—a system 

introduced to Honda’s U.S. plants in 

2000 that provides the ability to build 

multiple products on the same line and 

to efficiently transfer production from 

one plant to another. This maximizes 

capacity and allows Honda to adjust 

quickly to market demand. 

Honda’s flexible manufacturing 

system results in increased product 

quality, reduced lead time needed to 

launch new models, and improved 

efficiency of manufacturing opera-

tions while helping to provide a stable 

production base for its associates, 

dealers and suppliers in America. 

One recent example of Honda’s flex-

ibility was the shift of all production 

of the Pilot SUV and Ridgeline truck 

from Canada and Accord V6 Sedans 

from the Marysville, Ohio, plant to the 

Lincoln, Alabama, auto plant to more 

fully utilize the plant’s 300,000-unit 

annual production capacity in the 

face of American consumers’ reduced 

demand for SUVs and minivans.

H
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>>  Watch flexible manufacturing in action 
at publicpolicy.honda.com/flexmfg.

MANUFACTURING
INNOVATING

1 Using domestic and globally sourced parts.



 1959 
Honda opens office in 

Los Angeles, California, 

with eight employees.

1970
The first 58 Honda auto 

dealerships open.

1965
Honda begins selling power 

equipment products, including 

generators and lawn and 

garden equipment, through its 

U.S. motorcycle dealers.

1977
American Honda has  

more than 1,000 associates 

and 680 dealers.

 1975 
First American designers 

and engineers are hired 

when R&D office is 

established in California.

1986
Honda establishes new 

Acura luxury brand and 

U.S. dealer network.

2008
Honda hires 900 

associates at its new 

Indiana auto plant.

2007
Honda Manufacturing of 

Alabama, LLC doubles its 

direct employment to 4,000 

since opening in 2001.

  1963 
Significant growth at American 

Honda headquarters in 

California results in the 

company moving into its new 

Gardena offices that would be 

home for 27 years.

 >> 1990 
More than 2,500 

American Honda 

associates move to a 

new 101-acre campus 

headquarters in 

Torrance, California.

  << 2005 
U.S. direct employment grows 

by 1,500 jobs partly due to plant 

expansions in Alabama and Ohio.

 2009 
Honda Aircraft Company, Inc. 

and Honda Aero, Inc. now 

employ nearly 400 Americans.

2000 
Honda’s continuing growth 

creates nearly 10,000 new 

American jobs over the 

next five years.

2002
Honda’s annual U.S. payroll 

surpasses $1 billion.

 “  I want all employees and 
their families to be happy 
working for, or being 
associated with Honda.” 

–  HONDA FOUNDER SOICHIRO HONDA

In conjunction with the 50th anniversary of Honda’s operations in the U.S., the Center 

for Automotive Research (CAR) conducted a study to estimate the potential economic 

contribution of American Honda, its affiliated companies, its suppliers, and its associated 

retail operations. The CAR study used direct employment and compensation data supplied  

by Honda for calendar year 2007.

KEY FINDINGS

 Honda’s total U.S. operations support 367,683 private sector jobs with $17 billion in annual compensation.

Honda’s U.S. facilities directly support 151,957 private sector jobs with $9 billion in annual compensation. 

Honda’s U.S. dealerships and product-related retail operations support 215,726 private sector jobs with  

$8 billion in annual compensation.
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Honda’s U.S. direct employment  
reached nearly 28,000 associates in 2008.
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Honda’s Potential Impact in the U.S.: 367,683 Jobs

Manufacturing associates in AlabamaHonda auto dealership The ergonomic “Superseat”

H
-

1

$

-

>>  Learn more about the types of  
jobs Honda creates in the U.S. at  
publicpolicy.honda.com/employment.

Ergonomics and Efficiency

In an effort to ensure the health and 

safety of its manufacturing associ-

ates and better position them to 

achieve the highest levels of quality,  

Honda continually evaluates the 

ergonomics of its manufacturing 

lines and invests in improvements 

through new technology and training. 

Honda associates work with engineers 

to create better ergonomics through-

out the assembly process and to 

provide suggestions in improving 

efficiency. Honda’s associates have 

developed lift-assist tools for heavy 

components, more efficient and 

comfortable work stations, and new 

assembly procedures.

A team of Honda associates recently 

worked to improve line-side ergo-

nomics in the Lincoln, Alabama, auto 

plant. The collaboration resulted in 

the “Superseat,” a robotic chair that 

allows associates easy maneuver-

ability inside the Odyssey minivan 

frame as it moves along the line.

PROVIDING

EMPLOYMENT

2  CAR study based on 2007 data.1  Using domestic and globally sourced parts.



1975 
Honda’s first U.S. research 

operations established.

 1990 
The 1991 Accord Wagon is 

Honda’s first U.S. development 

of a “derivative model”— 

the wagon was based  

on the 1990 Accord Sedan.
1996
The 1997 Acura CL is 

the first new-model 

development to be 

led by an American 

engineer.

 1997 
First Accord Coupe with 

exclusive U.S.-designed 

exterior styling launches 

in a 1998 model.
2000
Honda establishes North 

Carolina research facility for 

development of HondaJet.

2005
The 2006 Accord becomes  

the first U.S.-developed  

model to launch globally.

Honda’s first-ever pickup  

truck, the U.S.-developed  

2006 Ridgeline, is launched.

The award-winning  

U.S.-developed  

2006 Civic Coupe  

and Civic Si debut.  

2008
Two U.S.-developed models 

launch, the 2009 Acura TL 

and the 2009 Honda Pilot.

2002
   Honda launches the 

innovative 2003 Element  

SUV that was designed  

and developed in the U.S.

The U.S.-developed 2003 

Honda Pilot is the first eight-

passenger crossover vehicle.

2001 
U.S.-developed Acura 

MDX wins Motor Trend 

SUV of the Year and 

North American Truck 

of the Year.

2004 
U.S.-designed, 

developed and 

manufactured 

Acura TL is 

introduced.

 2007 
U.S.-developed Acura 

MDX is introduced.

2009 
The Acura ZDX concept makes its 

debut at the New York Auto Show.

“  The MDX is the first  
SUV to deliver sport  
and utility with no 
compromise and  
this award validates  
this achievement.”

–  ACURA EXECUTIVE  
VICE PRESIDENT  
DICK COLLIVER

1985
Honda R&D opens its Ohio Center 

for new vehicle development, 

which now includes body, chassis, 

interior, electrical, engine 

application and safety engineering.

U.S.-DEVELOPED MODEL ACHIEVEMENT

1989 Honda Accord SEi First U.S. Honda R&D-led product development, including design,  

manufacturing, and sales. 

1991 Accord Wagon First U.S. Honda R&D-developed “derivative model”—a station wagon  

based on the 1990 Accord Sedan. 

1993 Civic Coupe First Civic Coupe—based on the 1992 Civic hatchback. 

1994 Accord Wagon First time U.S. Honda R&D developed a “derivative model” simultaneously  

with the base model. 

1997 Acura CL 2.2 (Coupe) First all-new vehicle developed by U.S. Honda R&D and the first development  

to be led by an American engineer. 

1997 Acura CL 3.0 (Coupe) First vehicle to utilize Honda’s all new high-output V6 engine. 

1997 Acura 1.6EL First Acura model developed exclusively for Canadian market by U.S. Honda R&D. 

1998 Accord Coupe First Accord Coupe with exclusive exterior styling for U.S. market. 

1999 Acura 3.2TL Second all-new Acura model developed by U.S. Honda R&D. 

2001 Acura 3.2CL Third all-new Acura model designed and developed by U.S. Honda R&D.  

First application of new six-speed manual transmission for V6 engine.

2001 Acura MDX Honda’s first luxury crossover vehicle—a pioneer in the segment— 

featuring seven-passenger seating and improved fuel efficiency.  

Awarded Motor Trend SUV of the Year and North American Truck of the Year. 

2001 Civic Coupe First vehicle in the industry to earn NHTSA five-star safety ratings in both  

frontal and side impact (NCAP) crash testing. 

2002 Acura TL First high performance TL “Type-S” model. 

2003 Honda Pilot First eight-passenger crossover vehicle and five-time winner of Car and Driver 

magazine’s “5 Best Trucks” award. 

2003 Honda Element Innovative SUV with flat cargo floor and “B-pillarless” wide-opening side doors. 

2004 Acura TL America’s best-selling luxury sedan in 2004, 2005, and 2006. 

2006 Honda Ridgeline Honda’s first-ever, and highly innovative, pickup truck wins 2006 Motor Trend, 

North American, and Canadian Truck of the Year. 

2006 Accord Sedan and Coupe First time U.S. R&D is responsible for global launch of new model including 

coordination of production launch in eight plants worldwide.

2006 Civic Coupe and Civic Si Sporty two-door coupe and high-performance Si versions of the Civic win  

2006 Motor Trend, North American and Canadian Car of the Year.

2007 Acura MDX Second generation of U.S. development for one of Acura’s most popular  

and trend-setting models. 

2009 Honda Pilot Second generation of U.S. development for Honda’s award-winning,  

mid-size, eight passenger SUV. 

2009 Acura TL Third generation of U.S. development for Acura’s top-selling luxury sedan. 

Honda’s U.S. Vehicle Development History

Road testing in winter conditions Product design with computer imagingProduct design with clay model

PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT

ADVANCING

Innovative U.S. Designs

Honda introduces innovative products  

and features that its customers may  

not dream of on their own, but that add 

to their ownership experience. While 

Honda did not create the minivan, 

the magic seat—developed in the 

U.S. and first seen in the Odyssey—

became a segment-defining feature 

for all minivans. And, the In-Bed 

TrunkTM and dual action tailgate—

developed by Honda in the U.S. and 

first seen in the Ridgeline—gives 

it a distinct competitive advantage 

in the pickup truck segment. These 

real-world examples of Honda’s 

investment in U.S. R&D demonstrate 

the company’s commitment to innova-

tive, customer-focused features that 

address how people use and enjoy 

their vehicles.

>>  View Honda’s researchers and  
designers in action in the video  
at publicpolicy.honda.com/R&D.
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2 Production expected to begin in 2009.    3 Production expected to begin in 2010.    4 Production expected to begin in 2011.

OHIO

East Liberty
Element 

Civic Sedan

Civic GX

CR-V

Anna
Vehicle Engines

Driveshafts

Brake Components

Camshafts 

Raymond
Crash Safety Research 

Russells Point
Transmissions

Transmission Gear

4WD Systems

Marysville
Engines 

VTX 1300 V-Twin Cruiser 

Gold Wing 1800

Accord Sedan

Acura TL

Acura RDX

Accord Coupe 

ALABAMA

Lincoln
Vehicle Engines

Ridgeline

Pilot

Odyssey  

FLORIDA

Grant-Valkaria
Marine Engine  

Testing 

SOUTH CAROLINA

Timmonsville
AquaTrax Personal Watercrafts

Four Trax & SportTrax ATVs 

GEORGIA 

Tallapoosa
Transmissions

CALIFORNIA

Cantil
Mojave Desert Test Track

Torrance
Vehicle Design & Development 

American Honda Headquarters

National City
Honda Port

INDIANA

Greensburg
Civic GX 2

Civic Sedan 

Honda Suppliers States (shaded)

Auto Dealers

▲ Manufacturing Facilities1

▲ Future Manufacturing Facilities

■ Sales, Service, and Parts Zone Offices

✦ American Honda Finance Corporation

✶ Rider Education Centers

● R&D Facilities

★ Headquarters

● Parts Centers

❖ Major Ports

▼ Powersports Dealers

Power Equipment Dealers

Eagle Rock School and  

Professional Development Center 

INVESTMENT IN
AMERICA

Honda’s 2008

1 Using domestic and globally sourced parts.

NORTH CAROLINA

Swepsonville
Snow Throwers

Lawnmowers 

Water Pumps

String Trimmers

Mini-Tillers

General Purpose Engines

Burlington
Aircraft Engines3

Greensboro
HondaJet4 



1982 
Number of U.S. suppliers 

increase to 40 with 

opening of Honda’s first 

auto plant in America.

1979 
Honda partners with 

first U.S. manufacturing 

suppliers in preparation for 

opening of the company’s 

first U.S. motorcycle plant.

1991 
Honda conducts first 

regional Supplier 

Diversity Workshop.

1995 
Honda reaches $1 billion 

in annual U.S. parts 

purchases for first time.

2001
13 new suppliers join 

Honda to support its new 

Alabama auto plant.

2002
Honda exceeds $10 billion in 

annual U.S. parts purchases. 

2003
Honda has more than 500 

suppliers, employing tens  

of thousands of Americans.

2005 
Honda’s regional parts centers total 15.

1987
Honda announces a five-part 

strategy that includes plans to 

increase local parts sourcing. 

1990 
Honda’s Supplier Diversity 

Initiative is launched. 

1996 
Honda announces an 

accelerated “Strategy for the 

Americas” with a 50 percent 

expansion in U.S. automobile 

engine and automatic 

transmission production. 

2009 
Honda’s U.S. supply 

base reaches 545. 

  2004 
First annual Minority 

Automotive Supplier 

Conference. 
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Honda purchased more than $19.5 billion in  
North American parts and materials last year.

Troy, Ohio, parts center Partnering with U.S. Steel companiesTeamwork with Honda engineers and suppliers

H Supporting the  
Tool & Die Industry

Following years of decline of the  

U.S. tooling industry, Honda devel-

oped a program with the objective  

of helping to re-establish strong, 

financially stable tool and die sup-

plier partnerships in America. By 

helping U.S. parts manufacturers 

more efficiently design and manufac-

ture their products and by providing 

financial support through new pur-

chase orders, Honda has been able 

to assist its tool and die partners in 

becoming more globally and locally 

competitive. The new manufacturing 

techniques have brought many U.S. 

tool and die prices to competitive 

levels. Today, these manufacturers 

are a growing contributor to Honda’s 

American operations.

$

$

$

-
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>>  Learn more about Honda’s unique part-
nership with its manufacturing suppliers 
at publicpolicy.honda.com/suppliers.

SUPPLIERS
EMPOWERING



“  Honda is in a class of 
its own when it comes 
to producing clean 
cars and trucks.”

–  UNION OF CONCERNED 
SCIENTISTS RESEARCH 
DIRECTOR DAVID FRIEDMAN

<< 1973  
Honda debuts 

4-stroke marine 

engines that are 

cleaner, more 

fuel-efficient and 

quieter relative to 

other engines on 

the market.

2001
Honda sells the first production 

motorcycle certified to 

meet CARB’s 2008 emission 

standards, the Honda Gold Wing.

Honda opens America’s  

first zero-waste-to-landfill  

auto plant in Lincoln, Alabama.

Honda is the first mass- 

market automaker to offer  

an entire lineup of cars and  

light trucks that meet or  

exceed low-emissions  

vehicles (LEV) standards. 

2004
The Union of Concerned 

Scientists gives Honda 

its first of four “Greenest 

Automaker” awards.

2006
Honda earns the highest 

corporate average fuel 

economy (CAFE) among the 

six major automakers for 

the 15th consecutive year.

2008
Honda begins leasing 

the FCX Clarity next-

generation fuel cell car.

 1975  
The Civic CVCC is the first car 

to meet Clean Air Act without 

the use of a catalytic converter. 

1989 
Honda becomes the first 

automaker in America to use 

waterborne basecoat paint in 

mass production. 

1983 
The CRX-HF becomes the first 

mass-produced car to break the 

50 mpg fuel economy mark.

 1999 
Honda introduces the first 

gas-electric hybrid vehicle 

in the U.S., the 2000 Insight. 

2000 
The 2001 Civic is the first 

gasoline car to achieve 

ultra-low-emission 

vehicle (ULEV) status in 

all 50 states.

 2005 
   The world’s first fuel cell 

family, the Spallinos,  

takes delivery of the first  

fuel cell vehicle leased to  

an individual customer. 

Honda introduces Variable 

Cylinder Management (VCM) 

technology, the first cylinder 

deactivation system for an 

overhead cam V6 engine.

World’s first natural gas  

home refueling device,  

Phill,™ is offered for lease  

to customers in California  

together with the Civic GX  

natural gas vehicle.

 2009 
 FCX Clarity is named World 

Green Car by an international 

jury of journalists.

1997
The 1998 Accord is the first 

gasoline ultra-low-emission 

vehicle (ULEV) as certified by 

the California Air Resources 

Board (CARB).

The Honda EV Plus is the first 

advanced battery-powered 

electric vehicle available to  

U.S. customers.

Honda introduces the world’s 

first 360-degree inclinable  

mini 4-stroke engine for  

handheld power  

equipment.  >>
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Hydrogen Infrastructure

Increasing the number of  convenient 

hydrogen refueling options, such as 

home refueling, is a critical compo-

nent for transitioning to widespread 

adoption of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles. 

Honda first invested in tackling the 

home refueling challenge with its EV 

Plus electric vehicle program in the 

1990s, followed by the Civic GX natu-

ral gas vehicle program that began 

in the early 2000s. For hydrogen fuel 

cell vehicle home refueling, Honda is 

researching two approaches: using 

renewable solar energy to produce 

hydrogen, and an experimental Home 

Energy Station which uses natural 

gas to provide fuel for hydrogen-

powered fuel cell vehicles while 

providing heat and electricity for a 

home. Last year, Honda researchers 

introduced the fourth-generation of 

the Home Energy Station which is 

even more efficient and better suited 

for home use than previous versions.

™
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>>  View an interactive diagram and  
learn how fuel cell vehicles work  
at publicpolicy.honda.com/fuelcell.

ENVIRONMENTAL 
TECHNOLOGIES

DEVELOPING

1  Honda’s calculation of product recyclability is based on the ISO standard 22628, titled “Road Vehicles Recyclability and 
Recoverability Calculation Method,” which bases its estimates on existing, proven treatment technologies and takes  
into account the mass of materials recycled, reused, or recovered for energy or otherwise diverted from landfill disposal. 
In addition to these guidelines, Honda’s calculation also takes into account recyclable mass of nonmetal residue.

2 Excluding mineral waste.



1986 
First Acura product 

equipped with airbags,  

the 1987 Legend Coupe. 

2001
Honda Civic Coupe with side airbags 

is first coupe and first compact 

car to earn 5-star frontal and side 

impact crash safety ratings from 

the U.S. federal government.

2003
Automotive Safety Research 

Facility opens in Ohio with the 

world’s highest resolution 

crash test barrier.

Honda announces “Safety 

for Everyone” commitment 

to provide advanced safety 

features as standard 

equipment on all Honda and 

Acura vehicles regardless of 

vehicle size or price.

2004
Honda’s unique ACE™ body 

structure first appears in 

the 2005 Honda Odyssey 

and Acura RL.

2006
Honda Ridgeline is first four- 

door pickup to earn NHTSA’s 

5-star frontal and side impact 

crash safety rating.

Honda’s legendary Gold Wing 

becomes the world’s  first 

production motorcycle to offer  

a rider airbag system.

Acura RL is first U.S. model 

equipped with collision avoidance 

technology and Super-Handling 

All-Wheel Drive.  

1990
Honda becomes first automaker 

to commit to installing standard 

dual front airbags in every 

vehicle by 1994.

Honda introduces first front  
passenger air bag that deploys 

upward toward the windshield  

rather than  

directly at the  

passenger.  >>

 1988 
First Rider Education Center 

opens in Colton, California. 

Honda built centers in  

Atlanta, Georgia, Troy, Ohio,  

and Irving, Texas, which  

are now operated by the  

Motorcycle Safety Foundation. 

<< 2000 
Polar II, the world’s most 

sophisticated pedestrian dummy, 

is developed by Honda for use in 

safety testing and research. 

2005 
Honda is the first automaker 

to apply the Occupant 

Position Detection System 

to prevent side airbag 

deployment when a child or 

small adult is leaning into 

the airbag’s deployment path.

2009
Entire MY2009 Acura fleet earns 

IIHS Top Safety Pick and NHTSA’s 

5-star safety ratings for both 

frontal and side impact crash tests.

2007 
Honda has the most 

models earning NHTSA’s 

5-star frontal and side 

impact crash safety 

ratings and a Top Safety 

Pick designation from the 

Insurance Institute for 

Highway Safety (IIHS).

2008 
All rows of seats of every  

Honda and Acura model  

are equipped with advanced  

side curtain airbags.1

1 Except S2000 open-top roadster model.

2002 
Acura MDX is first mid-size 

SUV and the first luxury-

brand SUV to earn 5-star 

frontal and side impact 

crash safety ratings.

Honda Odyssey becomes 

first minivan with standard 

equipment to earn 5-star 

frontal and side impact 

crash safety ratings. 

Honda CR-V is first  

compact SUV to earn 5-star 

front and side impact  

crash safety ratings.   

NHTSA NCAP 5-STAR 
FRONTAL IMPACT

NHTSA SINCAP 
5-STAR SIDE IMPACT

IIHS TOP  
SAFETY PICK

HONDA

Element

Odyssey

Pilot

Ridgeline

Accord

Civic

CR-V

Fit

S2000

ACURA

MDX

RL

RDX

TL

TSX

Honda and Acura MY2009 Vehicles Earn Highest Crash Safety Ratings

90 percent of Honda and Acura MY2009 models  
feature the ACE™ collision compatibility body structure.

Source: Government star ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s 
(NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.safercar.gov).

Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 

Conventional Structure: 
Concentrated load type

New Structure:  
Distributed load type

Motorcycle airbag on Gold Wing Polar II pedestrian test dummyCrash testing conducted in Ohio

Pedestrian Safety 

Honda’s commitment to safety 

includes investing in protection of 

the most vulnerable of people on 

American roadways: pedestrians. 

Recognizing that pedestrian fatali-

ties represent more than one in 10 

traffic-related deaths in America, 

Honda created the Polar II advanced 

pedestrian dummy, with a focus on 

head and neck injuries, for use in 

recreating real-world dynamics of 

such incidents at the Honda crash 

test facility in Ohio. Though there is 

no U.S. government requirement, 

more than 8 million Honda and Acura 

vehicles on the road today feature 

technologies designed to reduce 

injuries to pedestrians, including  

an energy absorbing hood structure, 

breakaway windshield wiper pivots, 

and deformable hood hinges. Honda 

has made its pedestrian dummy 

technology available to other U.S. 

research institutions.
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>>  Witness a crash safety test in slow 
motion to see what Honda engineers see.  
Go to publicpolicy.honda.com/crashtest.

-

-
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SAFETY
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1960 
Honda begins association 

with the Tournament of 

Roses Parade.

1981
Honda of America Mfg. 

Foundation forms to fund 

community outreach in Ohio.

1991 
Honda Riders Club of America 

begins annual sponsorship 

of Ride for Kids to support 

the Pediatric Brain Tumor 

Foundation of the United States.

2002 
Honda begins support of 

Washington D.C.’s Living 

Classrooms Foundation.

2006
Honda establishes North American 

Diversity Committee to address 

diversity and inclusion initiatives 

for the company.

1995
Honda Heroes volunteer 

program begins in Ohio.

 1984 
American Honda Foundation 

is established.

 1970 
Honda launches National 

Youth Program Using  

Minibikes followed by a 

donation of 10,000 minibikes.

1982
Honda begins supporting 

the United Way.

1989
First Honda Campus 

All-Star Challenge.

 1997 
Honda associates in Southern 

California begin volunteering 

one day a month as Rolling 

Readers, reading to preschool 

through fifth grade students. 

The Honda Initiation Grant 

Program is established  

to provide research  

grants to universities  

across North America.

 2009 
American Honda Foundation 

celebrates 25 years.

 1992 
Honda’s Community Action 

Team forms to help to serve 

as the face of American 

Honda in the community.

 1993 
Honda opens the Eagle Rock 

School and Professional 

Development Center in 

Estes Park, Colorado.

“  Through a program of 
responsible investment 
in organizations 
meeting the needs of 
American society in 
the areas of youth and 
scientific education, 
the American Honda 
Foundation strives to 
assist in creating lasting 
benefits for society.” 

–  AMERICAN HONDA FOUNDATION  
MISSION STATEMENT

The American Honda Foundation Grants for Fiscal Year 2008

ORGANIZATION (LOCATION) PROGRAM TITLE

Algalita Marine Research Foundation  (LONG BEACH, CA) GIS Student/Research Interaction and  

Public Education Program

The Center for Science Teaching and Learning  
(ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY)

Modular Science Exhibits

Chabot Space & Science Centers  (OAKLAND, CA) Techbridge

Cuyahoga Community College Foundation  (CLEVELAND, OH) Science, Engineering, Mathematics and  

Aerospace Academy Program

Detroit Educational Television Foundation  (WIXOM, MI) Think Squad

Dramatic Results  (SIGNAL HILL, CA) Increasing Math

Everybody Wins! DC  (WASHINGTON, DC) Power Lunch and Readers Are Leaders Programs

Gateway to Science  (BISMARCK, ND) Mobile Laboratory Project

Intrepid Museum Foundation  (NEW YORK, NY) Propel Yourself Forward

Jackie Robinson Foundation  (LOS ANGELES, CA) Education & Leadership Development Program

MK Level Playing Field Institute  (SAN FRANCISCO, CA) Summer Math and Science Honors (SMASH) Academy

National Aquarium In Baltimore  (BALTIMORE, MD) Aquarium on Wheels

New Haven Ecology Project  (NEW HAVEN, CT) Lessons from the Land

New Horizons  (GLENDALE, CA) MathWorks, Inc.

New York Hall of Science  (NEW YORK, NY) Science Career Ladder Program

Pajama Program  (NEW YORK, NY) Pajama Program

Perkins School for the Blind  (NEW HAMPTON, MA) The Science Enhancement Project

United Negro College Fund  (LOS ANGELES, CA) STEM Scholars Program

Winston-Salem State University  (WINSTON, NC) Girls Empowered By Mathematics and Science

Living ClassroomsHonda Campus All-Star Challenge Battle of the Bands

J Honda Campus  
All-Star Challenge

One of the original community  

outreach programs created by  

Honda is the Honda Campus All- 

Star Challenge. Launched in 1989,  

it was the first-ever academic 

competition between students at 

America’s Historically Black Colleges  

and Universities (HBCUs). To date, 

more than 50,000 HBCU students 

have participated, and Honda has 

awarded millions of dollars in  

grants to HBCUs to enhance cam-

pus life through improved facilities 

and academic resources. Honda’s 

involvement is much more than that  

of a sponsor. The company is an active 

program participant, investing 

significant staff support. In addition, 

many Honda associates serve as 

volunteers in the program.

INVESTING IN

COMMUNITIES
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>>  See all of the local and national  
programs that Honda supports at  
publicpolicy.honda.com/communities.



>> $12.1 billion total capital investment.

>> 28,000 associates.

>> $2.1 billion payroll in 2008.

>> 545 U.S. suppliers.

>> $17.5 billion U.S. parts purchases in 2008.

>> 13 R&D facilities.

>> Nearly 76 percent of Honda and Acura 
vehicles sold in the U.S. in 2008 were 
manufactured1 in North America.

>> More than 99 percent of all Honda and Acura 

2008 models sold in the U.S. earned NHTSA’s 

top 5-star frontal crash safety rating.

>> 987,000 cars and light trucks, 1.3 million 

vehicle engines, 1.2 million general purpose 

engines, 323,000 power equipment products, 

and 184,000 powersports products (motorcy-

cles, personal watercrafts and ATVs) produced 

in the U.S. in 2008.

AMERICA
Honda In

1 Using domestic and globally sourced parts.




